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The ray of hope for chemists

ACHARYA PRAFULLA CHANDRA RAY

Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray
(1861 to 1944) was born in 1861 in a
village in Khulna (now in Bangla
Desh), 'Father of Indian Chemistry1.
He had his early education in
Calcutta. In 1882B.Sc., 1887 D.Sc.,
from the University of Edinburgh. On return to India he joined
as Asst. Professor in Chemistry, Presidency College, Calcutta;
in 1916 retired as Professor and Head of the Department of
Chemistry in the same college. Rabindranath Tagore said, "1
offer felicitations to Acharya(Guru)... could infuse a spirit of
enquiry in his students..."
Cattle - bones experiment:
He used to collect bones of dead cattle and store them in
the yard, much to the annoyance of the neighbours due to the
foul smell. Once when he made a bonfire of the bones, Police
came to the spot. However, from the waste cattle bones he
produced phosphate of soda having medicinal tonic proper-
ties.